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Were the Ancient Eskimo Artists? — Having previously 
expressed the opinion that, before the coming of the white man, 
the Eskimo did not etch to any extent upon bone, antler, horn, 
wood, or ivory, I have lately had this opinion confirmed by ex- 
amination of a large collection of ancient relics from the island 
of Attu, which is the farthest west of the Aleutian chain. It 
does not need more than a superficial glance to convince the 
student that the artistic expression of the Eskimo, in the line of 
etching, is exactly parallel to the extent to which he has come 
in contact with white men ; first, with the sailor and the whaler, 
with their rude and often clever scrimshaw work, and, finally, 
the Russian and American jewelers with their exquisite tools. 

So true is this that at a few points in Alaska the Russian of 
the last century (having first been in contact with the Sandwich 
islanders and then with the Eskimo) has succeeded in adding to 
the native art motives and forms of decoration common to all 
the Polynesian groups. 

The people of Attu are Aleutian islanders, and the women are 
extremely expert in the manufacture of all sorts of fine needle 
work and basketry. 

The men do not lack talent, because, after the Russian occu- 
pancy, their later forms of ivory tools and weapons are exqui- 
sitely made and decorated ; but on the old objects taken from 
the graves by Lucian Turner, covering quite a large variety of 
functions, especially of weapons, there is not a dot, circle, or any 
other conventional etching, or any attempt to carve the figure of 
a man or beast. The effort, therefore, to derive the Eskimo from 
an artistic people on the eastern hemisphere, on account of their 
later performances, is made at great hazard. 

O. T. Mason. 



